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Chris Langdell is arguably the most recognized
figure to have stayed at the 127 Mt. Auburn Street

boarding home. A transformative figure in
American legal education, Langdell served as Dean

of Harvard Law School from 1870 to 1895. During
his tenure, he pioneered the casebook method of

instruction, revolutionizing the way law was
taught and setting a standard that spread to other
professional disciplines, including business and
public policy. Before becoming dean, Langdell
studied law at Harvard from 1851 to 1854 and
practiced in New York City. At Harvard, he

elevated the law program to rigorous university
standards by instituting structured courses and

examinations. By the time of his retirement,
Langdell’s reforms had fundamentally shaped the
future of professional education across the United

States, cementing his legacy as an influential
academic leader.

Adams Sherman Hill, a prominent 19th-century
figure, reflected the intellectual and cultural shifts of

post-Reconstruction America. Born in Boston and
educated at Harvard (B.A. 1853, LL.B. 1855), Hill

initially pursued law but transitioned to journalism,
contributing to major publications like the New York

Tribune and Chicago Tribune. In 1876, he became
Boylston Professor of Rhetoric and Oratory at

Harvard, where he sought to uphold linguistic and
moral standards amidst an era of rapid educational
and industrial expansion. Hill authored influential

rhetoric textbooks, addressing the growing demand
for composition instruction as college enrollments

surged. Amid the rise of newspapers and less formal
writing styles, Hill aligned with intellectuals

advocating elite standards, warning of the dangers
posed by "uneducated" journalism to cultural

refinement and intellectual authority.

Chris Langdell
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Joseph Wilby

Joseph Wilby lived at the 127 Mt. Auburn Street boarding home
from 1874 to 1876. Wilby, born in 1826, spent his life in Cincinnati,
Ohio working as a lawyer. Wilby received his Bachelor of Arts
degree in 1875 from Harvard College.

5
George Hibbard

George Hibbard lived at the 127 Mt. Auburn Street boarding home
from 1876 to 1878. Hibbard, born in 1858, spent his life in Buffalo,
New York working as an American short-story writer. Many of
Hibbard’s works are featured in the Library of Congress. 
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James Humphrey Hoyt, a prominent Cleveland
lawyer, was born on November 10, 1852. A graduate
of Brown University (1874) and Harvard Law School

(1877), he established a successful legal career
through partnerships evolving into the firm Hoyt,
Dustin, Kelly, McKeehan & Andrews. Noted for his

focus on civil law, Hoyt also played a significant
role in politics as a Republican, including a

gubernatorial nomination in 1895. An esteemed
after-dinner speaker, he was a member of elite
clubs in Cleveland and New York, including the

Union, Tavern, and Metropolitan Clubs. Hoyt
married Jessie P. Taintor in 1884 and had two

children.

Orville Baker was a distinguished legal figure who
graduated from Bowdoin College in 1868 as

valedictorian and a member of Delta Kappa Epsilon
and Phi Beta Kappa. After traveling Europe for two

years, he pursued law, earning a Master of Arts
from Bowdoin in 1871 and graduating from Harvard

Law School in 1872. Opting to practice law rather
than teach, Baker joined the Kennebec County Bar
that same year. By 1883, he was admitted to the U.S.
Supreme Court Bar and represented notable clients

like Western Union Telegraph. In 1885, he was
elected Maine’s attorney general and later served as
president of the Maine Bar Association. Known for

his dedication to the legal profession, Baker
remained unmarried and passed away in 1908.

James Humphrey Hoyt

Orville Baker
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William Cummin
William Cummin lived at the 127 Mt. Auburn Street boarding home from 1871 to 1872. Cummin, born
in 1844, spent his life in Corunna, Shiawassee as a practicing attorney. 

Charles Wetmore
Charles Wetmore lived at the 127 Mt. Auburn Street boarding home from 1874 to 1876. Wetmore, born
in 1854, spent his life in Greenwich, Connecticut working as a lawyer and financier. Wetmore received
his bachelor of arts degree in 1875 from Harvard College. 

Edmund Ira Richards
Edmund Ira Richards lived at the 127 Mt. Auburn Street boarding home from 1871 to 1872. Richards,
born in 1815, spent his life in Attleboro, Massachusetts as a jeweler. In 1935, an endowment named the
Edmund Ira Richards fund was created for Harvard students from North Attleboro, Massachusetts. 
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Nathaniel Brittan Jones
Nathaniel Brittan Jones, known as Colonel “Nat” Brittan, was a
prominent San Francisco politician, businessman, and landowner.
Born in Newburgh, New York, in 1848, he moved to California at 4
years of age with his family, where his family established the hardware
firm Brittan & Holbrook. Brittan managed the business after his
father’s death, amassing significant wealth and owning properties
including Shell Mound Park and a 1,000-acre ranch in San Mateo
County. A member of prestigious clubs like the Bohemian and Union
League, he was also active in the Masons and Elks. Brittan passed away
in 1932 at his San Carlos home.
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Imogen Willis lived at the 127 Mt. Auburn Street
boarding home in 1873 with her husband William

Eddy and daughter. Jacobs' strong connection with
Willis started early on in Willis’s life. Jacobs first
knew Willis through her parents who boarded at

Jacobs’ Trowbridge boarding home. Jacobs
documented Willis (under the pseudonym Mary

Bruce) in Incidents, as the baby she cared for after
escaping slavery. Willis grew up in Cambridge near
Jacobs but kept in touch with her for many years,

even when Jacobs moved to Washington D.C. Willis
is known as one of the earliest female “computers”

at Harvard College, working at the College
Observatory for approximately 15 years (1889 -

1904). 

Woodbury Lowery (1853–1906) was an American
historian and author who transitioned from a

successful patent law career to full-time historical
research in 1897, focusing on Spanish-American

history. His dedication led to a two-volume
collection acclaimed for its depth, though his work

was left incomplete due to his untimely death in
Sicily during further research. Lowery’s brother-
in-law, José Brunetti, the 15th Duke of Arcos, and
the Duchess honored his legacy by establishing a

fellowship at Harvard University. Their
contributions, totaling $70,000, support research

in American history, particularly in foreign
archives, with an emphasis on Spain, perpetuating

Lowery’s scholarly impact.

Imogen Willis

Woodbury Lowery
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Frank Russak lived at the 127 Mt. Auburn Street boarding
home from 1876 to 1878. Wilby, born in 1858, spent his life
in New York, New York working as a financier. 

Bayard Tuckerman....

Bayard Tuckerman lived at
the 127 Mt. Auburn Street
boarding home from 1876 to
1878. Tuckerman, born in
1858, spent his time as an
biographer and historian at
Princeton University (1898 -
1907). Tuckerman received
his degree in 1878 from
Harvard College.

Frank Russak 

Winfrield Scott Choate
Winfield Scott Choate was a prominent Republican figure and community leader in Augusta, Maine. A
graduate of Harvard College with a Bachelor of Law (1872), Choate served as Mayor of Augusta from 1896 to
1897, contributing significantly to the city’s civic and political life. Beyond his political endeavors, he was
deeply involved in the fraternal organization of Freemasonry, where he held the esteemed position of Grand
Leader of the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of the Ancient Free & Accepted Masons of Maine in 1899 and
1900.
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17 Story Street to Harvard University ~ 0.3 miles
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